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FRED RICHARDS NATURE + PLAY
ECOLOGY PARK



PROJECT TIMELINE



COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY

 [ 4 OPEN HOUSE EVENTS, 200+ ATTENDEES]   [ONLINE ENGAGEMENT, 1300+ RESPONDENTS]

RANKING PRIORITIES [FROM THE OPEN HOUSES]:

O.H. RESPONDENTS
CHOOSE NATURE AS A 

TOP PRIORITY29% O.H. RESPONDENTS
CHOOSE MOVING AS A 

TOP PRIORITY26% O.H. RESPONDENTS
CHOOSE RESTING AS A 

TOP PRIORITY14%
• FOREST RESTORATION

• HEALTHY WETLANDS

• NATURAL PRAIRIE

• WILDLIFE HABITATS

• NATIVE GARDENS

• RAIN GARDENS

• POLLINATOR GARDENS

• RUNNING

• WALKING

• BIKING

• SKIING

• SKIJORING

• SNOWSHOEING

• CANOEING/KAYAKING

• SKATING

• TRAIL HEAD

• SITTING

• RECLINING

• LOUNGING

• OBSERVING

• MEDITATING

• ART OBSERVATION

• SILENCE

O.H. RESPONDENTS
CHOOSE PLAYING AS A 

TOP PRIORITY10% O.H. RESPONDENTS
CHOOSE SPORTING AS A

TOP PRIORITY6% O.H. RESPONDENTS
CHOOSE LEARNING AS A

TOP PRIORITY6%
• SLEDDING 

• SWINGING

• CLIMBING

• PLAYGROUNDS

• OPEN LAWN 

• LAWN GAMES

• TABLE GAMES 

• BASKETBALL COURT

• TENNIS COURT

• VOLLEYBALL PIT

• BOCCE COURT 

• ICE SKATING

• SPLASH PAD

• NATURAL SWIMMING 

• INTERACTIVE WATER 

• MULTI-USE FIELD

• LACROSSE

• SOCCER

• FOOTBALL

• BASEBALL

• SOFTBALL

• CRICKET

• ULTIMATE FRISBEE

• RUGBY

• HOCKEY

• INTERPRETIVE TRAILS

• OUTDOOR CLASSROOMS

• COMMUNITY GARDENS

• NATURE CENTER

• NATURE PROGRAMMING

• RECREATION PROGRAMMING

   NATURE    MOVING    RESTING

  PLAYING   SPORTING   LEARNING

 GATHERING [ 5%]     DINING [2.5%]     PRIVATE EVENTS [1.2%]     COMMUNITY EVENTS [>1%]

1 32

4 5 6

7 8 9 10

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE AT FRED RICHARDS? [FROM THE SURVEY]:

FIELD SPORTS WINTER ACTIVITIES
FLEXIBLE OPEN LAWN

SOCCER

NONE -  NO ATHLETIC FIELDS

LACROSSE

ULTIMATE FRISBEE

BASEBALL 

FOOTBALL

SOFTBALL

CRICKET

OTHER

CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING

SNOWSHOEING

SLEDDING

ICE SKATING

HOCKEY

FAT TIRE BIKING

SKIJORING

OTHER

NATURE PLAY

ADVENTURE PLAY/ROPES COURSE

TRADITIONAL PLAYGROUND

NATURAL SWIMMING POOL

SPLASHPAD/WATER PLAY

OTHER

PLAY
CAFE/RESTAURANT

OUTDOOR FIREPIT

EVENT RENTAL FACILITY

BEER GARDEN

NINE-MILE CREEK TRAIL HEAD

CONCESSIONS

COMMUNITY MEETING SPACE

FOOD TRUCKS

NATURE CENTER

OUTDOOR PIZZA OVEN

CATERING KITCHEN

OTHER

CLUBHOUSE

13.8%

8.4%

27.2%

29.7%

30.3%

33.2%

34.2%

37.0%

37.6%

39.0%

43.2%

53.1%
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PICNIC / GROUP SHELTERS

PICNIC TABLES & GRILLS

OUTDOOR FITNESS TRAIL/EQUIPMENT

NATURAL AREAS/RAIN GARDENS

CAFES/FOOD VENDORS

OUTDOOR PERFORMANCE SPACE

CANOE/KAYAK RENTALS

LAWN GAMES/BOCCE BALL

COMMUNITY GARDENS

SWINGS/HAMMOCKS

NATURE OBSERVATION/BIRD WATCHING

WIRELESS INTERNET IN PARK

DOG PARK

PUBLIC ART

CLIMBING/BOULDERING WALL

SAND VOLLEYBALL COURTS

DISC GOLF

BASKETBALL COURTS

COMMUNITY ORCHARD

PICKLEBALL COURTS

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

ARCHERY RANGE

OUTDOOR PING-PONG

NON-MOTORIZED MODEL SAILBOATS

SKATEBOARD FACILITIES

GAGA BALL PIT

BMX FACILITIES

OTHER

ACTIVITES

11.2%

29.1%

30.8%

32.0%

35.6%

47.0%

53.4%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

• GOLF

• DISC GOLF

• BADMINTON

• CROQUET

• FOOTGOLF

• INFORMAL GATHERING SPACE

• ADAPTIVE SOCCER FIELDS  

• NO ARTIFICIAL TURF

• LAWN BOWLING

OTHER : 

• WALKING PATHS

• CURLING

• NORDIC SKIING

• ICE CARVING

• SNOWBALL WAR ZONE

• WINTER CARNIVAL

• NOTHING - LEAVE NATURAL

• BROOMBALL

OTHER : 

• FORT BUIDLING

• TREE HOUSE

• ROCK CLIMBING

• SENIOR PLAYGROUND

• MINI GOLF

• DOG PARK

• MAN-MADE POND

• GIANT SLIDES

• UNSTRUCTURED PLAY

OTHER : 

• RECYCLING CENTER DROPOFF

• WARMING HOUSE

• RESTROOMS

• REC ROOM

• INDOOR GAMES

• PARTY ROOM

• SPACE FOR CLASSES

• OUTSIDE VENDOR/RESTAURANT

• EQUIPTMENT RENTAL

OTHER : 

• TENNIS 

• GOLF

• DISC GOLF

• BIKE RIDING COURSE FOR KIDS

• MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILS

• MOVIES IN THE PARK

• HARD COURT VOLLEYBALL

• DOG PARK

• HIKING/BIKING TRAILS

• LOTS OF TREES

OTHER : 

14.9%

6.2%

10.4%

12.3%

13.1%

16.5%

18.8%

28.5%

41.6%

45.0%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

TOP FIELD SPORTS : TOP WINTER ACTIVITES: 

TOP PLAY IDEAS : TOP CLUBHOUSE IDEAS : 

TOP ACTIVITIES : 

11.0%

10.2%

19.0%

23.0%

43.8%

51.3%

53.8%

68.3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

What would help you THRIVE? What would help you feel SAFE?

What would help you CONNECT with your 
neighbors in a meaningful way?

OPEN ENDED QUESTIONS [FROM THE SURVEY]:

40.3%

3.3%

7.1%

7.3%

9.9%

13.9%

14.0%

14.8%

15.0%

16.2%

17.6%

19.5%

20.3%

22.8%

23.1%

25.7%

26.1%

26.3%

26.9%

27.4%

27.4%

29.4%

30.6%

33.2%

38.7%

40.2%

42.5%

43.1%
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SITE COST

BUILDING COSTS

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFIT

FLOOD MITIGATION

TRAFFIC/PARKING NEED

A

B

C

C

C

C

G

D

E

F

H

I

trailhead building focusA water sport learningB

nature play podsC BoardwalksD

wildlife blindsE winter ice skating trailF

fitness trail - stationsG bike skills loop - kidsH

Stormwater StreamI Water connectionsJ

J

Pathways to play + rest+ community

athletic field + bike skills area encourage movement

water/ ice trail pathways - learning water sports & skating

nine mile creek trail head in building

maximize environmental + human health

CONCEPT A

 wetland hUmmocks

 central mound

neighborhood
playground

selective screening

regional trail

stormwater wetland

field sports

entry drive

PEDESTRIAN 
ACCESS

ENVIRONMENTAL EXPERIENCE / EDUCATION

MAXIMIZE ECOLOGICAL BENEFITS

  INTEGRATE TECHNOLOGY + NATURE

WETLAND AND UPLAND RESTORATION

REUSE THE EXISTING BUILDING AS NATURE CENTER

SITE COST

BUILDING COSTS

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFIT

FLOOD MITIGATION

TRAFFIC/PARKING NEEDWILDLIFE OVERLOOKI OUTDOOR GATHERING AREAJ

WETLAND CELLSA VIEWING TOWERB

PLAY AREAC GREAT LAWND

WATER ACCESSE NATIVE PRAIRIEF

BOARDWALKG CLIMBING TREE ARTH

CONCEPT B

A

B

D

H

C

E

F

G
J

 RESTORED PRAIRIE

 REGIONAL TRAIL

 

PARKWAY (WITH ON STREET PARKING)

SHARED PARKING

NATURE NATURE UURURURRR
CENTERCENTERTEEETTETEEEET

EN
TRY D

RIVE

I

PEDESTRIAN 
ACCESS

PARK ENTRY 
FEATURE

SITE COST

BUILDING COSTS

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFIT

FLOOD MITIGATION

TRAFFIC/PARKING NEED

A
B

C

C

D

E

F

F

G

H

I

GEOMETRIC FORMED WETLANDSA PARK PAVILLIONB

PARKWAYC SLEDDING HILLD

DOG PARKE ADVENTURE / NATURE PLAYF

CREATIVE LOUNGEG RESTING/VIEWING AREASH

SCULPTURE / ARTI INTERACTIVE WATER PLAYJ

J

VARIETY  OF PARK ACTIVITIES

FOCUS ON MORE CENTRALIZED GATHERING

BUILDING SUPPORTS EVENTS

A CENTRALIZED WETLAND FEATURE

STRONG PARKWAY CONNECTION AND ENTRY

FOCUS ON NATURE AND THE RESTORED WETLANDS

CONCEPT C

 DRUMLINS
FIELD SPORTS

SELECTIVE SCREENING

REGIONAL TRAIL

EN
TRY D

RIVE

EVENT EVENTEVENT EVENTE
CENTERCENTERCENTERCENTERRCENTERC RCENTEC ERRCENTERCENTEERRERC ER

NEIGHBORHOOD
PLAYGROUND

PEDESTRIAN 
ACCESS

OPEN WATER 
WETLAND

Testing Concepts



Beginning Chapters

.
Engineering Dept.

March 2015

City of Edina in 1908

THE FRED RICHARDS STORY



THE FRED RICHARDS STORY



THE FRED RICHARDS STORY



THE FRED RICHARDS STORY - WRITING THE NEXT CHAPTER

MAJOR THEMES

Create Pathways for Play + Health

moving, resting, and exploring in a natural     
environment will create a healthier community

Restore Nature’s Role

ecosystem services are a critical part of the 
city’s infrastructure that will be re-stored

Invite the Whole Community

providing year-round access, activities, and 
spaces for all of edina’s residents to build 

community and pride 



ecosystem services are a critical 
part of the city’s infrastructure that 

will be re-stored

RESTORE NATURE’S ROLE

keep valuable soils on-site
create storage & separation

intensify wetland’s functions



Ecosystem services are a critical part of the city’s 
infrastructure that will be re-stored.
Ec
in

TRAILPROPERTY LINE EMERGENT MARSH WET MEADOWWET MEADOWUPLAND BUFFER

RESTORED WETLAND

RESTORE NATURE’S ROLE - ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

Water 
Quality 

Wildlife 
Habitat

Flood 
Protection

Carbon 
Sequestration

Biodiverstiy
Air 

Purifica-
tion



Create Pathways for Play + Health

moving, resting, and exploring in a natural     
environment will create a healthier community

Restore Nature’s Role

ecosystem services are a critical part of the
city’s infrastructure that will be re-stored

Invite the Whole Community

providing year-round access, activities, and 
spaces for all of edina’s residents to build

community and pride

Major Themes

CREATE PATHWAYS FOR PLAY + HEALTH



CREATE PATHWAYS FOR PLAY + HEALTH

pollinator



CREATE PATHWAYS FOR PLAY + HEALTH

contemplate



CREATE PATHWAYS FOR PLAY + HEALTH

habitat



CREATE PATHWAYS FOR PLAY + HEALTH

water



CREATE PATHWAYS FOR PLAY + HEALTH

traditional play



CREATE PATHWAYS FOR PLAY + HEALTH

woodland



CREATE PATHWAYS FOR PLAY + HEALTH

trail/bike skills

“I’m so happy that my kids have a 
playground so close to home.” 

-Astur, age 37

winter exploration



CREATE PATHWAYS FOR PLAY + HEALTH

winter exploration

“I’m so happy that my kids have a 
playground so close to home.” 
-Astur, age 37



Create Pathways for Play + Health

moving, resting, and exploring in a natural    
environment will create a healthier community

Restore Nature’s Role

ecosystem services are a critical part of the
city’s infrastructure that will be re-stored

Invite the Whole Community

providing year-round access, activities, and 
spaces for all of edina’s residents to build 

community and pride 

Major Themes

INVITE THE WHOLDE COMMUNITY 



W 77th St

Hwy 100

Nine-M
ile Creek

Parklawn Ave

W 76th St

France Ave S

260+ stalls 100 + stalls 8 stalls

1

2

3

1 2 3

INVITE THE WHOLE COMMUNITY



INVITE THE WHOLE COMMUNITY 



INVITE THE WHOLE COMMUNITY - A TYPICAL DAY AT THE PARK



Create Pathways for Play + 
Health

Restore Nature’s Role
Ecosystem services are a critical part of the city’s infrastructure 

that will be re-stored.

Invite the Whole Community
Providing year-round access, activities, and spaces for all of 

edina’s residents to build community and pride. 

M
aj

or
 

nature bank

the 
Great Lawn

the loop

neighborhood 
park

central 
green

PARK MASTER PLAN



THE NATURE BANK
pollinator garden island bridge

outdoor 
classroomwetland restoration water play

nine mile 
creek trail

boardwalk + seating

stone steppers

wildlife blind nature play



screening techniques

grade change

berming/landscaping

wetland separation

1

2

3

THE NATURE BANK



sculpture/ art

native prairie 
garden

garden seat-
ing

rolling walk-
ing trail

THE LOOP



THE LOOP



the Great Lawnthe hill picnic shelter
neighborhood 

playground

Drop-off

East-W
est 

Acce
ss

GREAT LAWN + NEIGHBORHOOD PARK



The Great Lawn serves as a flexible 
recreational space for a variety of ac-
tivities.  Below are just some of the 
field arrangements for different activi-
ties:

Adult Soccer (360’ x 260’) Youth Soccer (150’ x 120’)

Ultimate Frisbee (360’ x 120’) Lacrosse (330’ x 189’)

Special Event Open/ Unprogrammed

GREAT LAWN + NEIGHBORHOOD PARK



rec “room”

small stage/ 
yoga deck

Hammock grove

unique play-
ground

basketball

the Clubhouse

pickleball

swings

lawn games

the Front 
Lawn

CENTRAL GREEN



CENTRAL GREEN + CLUBHOUSE



CENTRAL GREEN



FRED RICHARDS PARK THANK YOU FOR COMING!

Visit the Website   www.EdinaMN.gov/fredrichardspark


