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EDINA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

70™ AND CAHILL SMALL AREA PLAN | 2/3/18
COMMUNITY MEETING 2 SUMMARY

Introduction

The secondt community meeting for the City of Edina’s 70™ and Cahill small area plan was held on February 3,
2018 from 9 AM to Noon at the Edina Senior Center. Approximately 40 attended, in addition to nine members of
the 70™ and Cahill Small Area Plan Work Group. The purpose of the meeting was to provide an overview of the
study process, get feedback on the vision and guiding principles developed for the study area, and to solicit input
on two conceptual plans for the study area.

Meeting Format

The meeting was conducted in a workshop format. The first half of the meeting included a presentation from the
consultant team covering background information, input received from the public at the first community meeting
that was held in December, and the two conceptual plans. This timme was used, as well, to respond to questions
from community members. The second half of the meeting included small group work sessions with facilitated

group activities and discussion.

Participants provided feedback through a dotmocracy exercise and by writing comments on the maps showing
the conceptual plans.

Meeting Findings

Results from the dotmocracy exercise are presented on pages 1 and 2. Comments taken from the maps showing
the conceptual plans are on pages 2 through 11.
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Guiding Principles — Priorities Exercise

Place your dots in the boxes representing the principles most important to you. You may place multiple dots in one box or spread them out.

VIBRANT REDEVELOPMENT ~ Cahill Viliage is an attractive mixed-use destination and [ es locally-oriented businesse
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TRANSPORTATION AND CONNECTIONS — Cahill Village will have enhenced strong connections to the nearby neighborhiood and
surrounding Edina community... ¢
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PARKING — Cohili Village offers suitable parking...

GREEN SPACE/AMENITIES ~ Cahill Village features attractive green space; and ‘numly gathering space..

PEDESTRIAN/BIKING — Cohill Village is easy and safe to novigate by pedestrians and bikers and includes access to regional trails and
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Edina Comprehensive Plan
70" and Cahill Small Area Plan

Dotmocracy Frequency Responses on the Guiding Principles

e Vibrant Development: 68
e Green Space/Amenities: 63
e Pedestrian/Biking: 20
s Other: 10

o Grocery (Kowalski), not convenience (7-11)
e Add a small grocery store
¢ Like Commons better than Village

e Transportation and Connections: 9

e Housing: 9

e Parking: 4

Comments on the Guiding Principles
e Under Transportation :
- Connect to other Edina nodes”
- Maybe “connect to other Twin Cities nodes”

e Unless we have a good mix of businesses, restaurants, etc. the green space will be underutilized. We
need a “draw” to this area via business before worrying about green space.

o Housing options — Emphasis on “affordable.” We have plenty of high-end/luxury already.
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Edina Comprehensive Plan
70" and Cahill Small Area Plan

Comments on the Two Conceptual Plans for the Study Area
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1A

e A bandaid approach is not good.

o Alt Ais not enough change for this area (southeast corner of study area). Think big.
e Plan A would be a failure.

e Not enough change!

1B

e Is this feasible?

e Too large

Good idea, but one football field for the green space is too much.

Courtyard is good, but too large

Like, but too large.

Courtyard size?

Bike path?

City has done nothing to connect. No sidewalk. No crossing point. Nothing to get to trail.
Kids cannot safely cross anywhere.

Safety concerns.
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Safety bike. Talk to school about space.
Enough apartments already!
TIF will cost Edina residents $$

Like access to industrial area, not only for business bit as potential regional bike path route.

Like the boulevard type layout.

Bike path access: make area more of a destination.
Enough senior housing and apartments.

Not senior housing! Diverse age group.

No apartments. Too many. Diverse housing already.
Like roundabout to slow traffic.

Like trees.

Don't like. Need to talk to school board about kids.
Need a better job incorporating trails. Backs traffic up.

2

Alternative A
CAHILL COMMONS

Alternative 8
CAHILL VILLAGE SQUARE

VMQ\MWWWhWH

Co-op grocery!

Private land vs. public good?

Is this a walkable vs. a drivable area?

Is this a community space vs. a commercial space?

How do you get “new” development into old spaces?

Want green space.

Want local restaurant and shops with attractive storefronts vs. specialized franchises.
Shops/restaurants where people want to spend money.
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Alternative A Alterpative B
CAHILL COMMONS _x CAHILL VILLAGE SQUARE

E£dina Comprehensive Plan

CAHILL SMALL AREA PLAN URBAN DESIGN ALTERNATIVES Ta

Enough traffic to support? (x2)

Does this help for evenings and weekends?

Tax implications.

Margins high enough for local businesses to afford rent?
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707 and Cahill Small Area Plan

Alternative A

CAHILL COMMONS / Alternative B : ~

Edina Comprehensive Plan

CAHILL SMALL AREA PLAN URBAN DESIGN ALTERNATIVES

4A

Vibrant rehab.

Extend present market.

Could go 65+ [illegible] only

Railroad.

Dislike.

Change. Allow height maximum 4 stories on Cahill/Amundson west side.
e Caution to retain small neighborhood businesses.

Like bike paths + walking and connectivity.

6 stories just west of railroad tracks to shelter commercial/industrial.

4B

This plan: too much property owners/city expenses upkeep.
Like.

Dislike, make formal structured.

Change.
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Edina Comprehensi P\
CAHILL SMALL AREA PLAN URBAN DESIGN ALTERNATIVES 1238

5A

5B

This negatively affects business owners

Bike path from Bloomington is preferred

The bike path on Cahill will bring more people to "Cahill Curve"

Is there a way the buildings could engage Cahill?

Signage is needed so that drivers will know the names of businesses in the study area
Change the name of Amundson to Cahill Curve

On-site water management is a good feature

The cleaners building is a good place for mixed use development

Negative reaction to the 300 x 300 park
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CAHILL SMALL AREA PLAN URBAN DESIGN ALTERNATIVES B

6B

e New housing is needed. The dry cleaner could be the start for new housing.

What is planned for the north side of 70th?

Should this remain? It's the generic part of the plan.

The site should include a fountain, benches, and landscaping. Waste receptacles, and new signage.
Buildings should have screened HVAC on the roofs

Include aesthetic and design guidelines. Ensure these are in the City Code.

How would rents stay affordable for existing businesses?

o Ilive in Erin Terrace. I would not use the park.

e Include green space along track and City property
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7A

7B

Alternative A
CAHILL COMMONS

Alternative B
CAHILL VILLAGE SQUARE
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Don't like this plan. Nothing has changed.

Is there room for a bike shop near the point where Nine Mile Creek enters the site?

Is there a way to connect the study area to the parkland north of 70th? A number of activities could take
place in the park.

CP Rail could begin moving freight trains on the track whenever they want. Transit platform should be
on the west side of track.

Bicycle parking should be provided.

This plan lacks character. It is sort of what we have now.

Like the village concept. This has character.

Future land use should include housing, small grocery, restaurant, coffee shops.

Nine Mile Creek Boardwalk could be a feeder for businesses.

Future land use could include housing surrounding the courtyards.

Need a variety of housing types in the study area; include affordable housing.

A transit hub is heeded to make transit use easy for connecting to other parts of the city/region.

Why does the building in the northwest corner survive. It should be included as part of redevelopment.
A smaller park should be included

The land use should be mixed use, mixed use, mixed use
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Alternative A Alternative B
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Edina Comprehensive Plan

CAHILL SMALL AREA PLAN URBAN DESIGN ALTERNATIVES T

8A

Walkway for intergenerational use

Entry into the area is a plus

Sidewalks needed throughout the entire area

Land use should be mixed use commercial/residential
Cohesive landscaping and parking plans are needed
Access across the track is needed

8B

e Don't need a park. There is a park down the street.
e The design is good. It gives businesses prominent storefronts
e  Think about connections to the north side of 70th
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9A

Like round-abouts

Like sidewalks on both sides of Cahill

Like Amundson as fully built street

Like the trailhead

Crosswalk are needed where Amundson crosses 70th. thank you for including this feature.
Like the green areas. This is a great idea.

Study area should be larger

9B

Really like this plan

Like the connection across the track

Like the idea of using the track for transportation and the station platform
Study area should be larger

Plaza could be used for family activities, music, movies, markets
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EDINA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

70™ AND CAHILL SMALL AREA PLAN | 3/3/18
COMMUNITY MEETING 3 SUMMARY

Introduction

A community meeting for the 70" and Cahill small area plan was held on March 3, 2018 from 9 to 11 a.m. at the
City of Edina Public Works facility. A total of 36 people signed the attendance roster. In addition, eight members
of the 70" and Cahill Small Area Plan Work Group and four members of the project team were present to engage
the public. The purpose of the meeting was to provide an update on study progress, present the revised vision
and guiding principles, and solicit feedback on building form and potential public realm improvements for the
70th and Cahill Study Area.

Meeting promotion was designed to reach a broad cross-section of the community and included multiple
methods, media types (i.e. electronic, print, phone), and audiences. The following table shows the meeting

promotions.

Distribution to

City Extra email

Official city press release to media outlets

Mail notice to select residences within the vicinity of the study area

Post flyers at properties within the study area

Post notice on project website and social media (i.e., Nextdoor, Facebook, and Twitter)

Direct invitation to select community organizations with a request to share with their colleagues/netwarks

Meeting Format

The meeting was conducted in an open house format with work group and project team members stationed at a
series of poster boards showing project background and process, vision and guiding principles, and potential
building form and public realm options. Participants were encouraged to talk with project staff, ask questions, and

provide input.

Participants provided feedback through verbal discussions with project staff, participation in interactive activities
on poster boards, and through written comments on a comment form. The following is a summary of the public

comments received.

Meetlng Highlights

People generally support the vision and guiding principles and people seemed to like the idea of
including more green space and amenities in the area

e Multiple comments focused on maintaining a neighborhood character or feel in the area and
several comments favor maintaining local restaurants and businesses.

e People generally favor public realm improvements. Many are in favor of sidewalks, trees, planters,
and green space., however, at least one noted that new green space is not needed

e Multiple people stressed the need for enhanced pedestrian and bicycle facilities, including better
connectivity to the broader network. Multiple people also suggested that winter trail maintenance
(snow removal) is needed

e Comments were mixed on building heights, with an approximately equal number of comments
against and for increased height. Many of those not in favor increased height felt strongly that 10-
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Edina Comprehensive Plan
707" and Cahill Small Area Plan — Community Meeting 3 Summary

Vision Station

stories would not be appropriate. Those in favor of increased height seem to embrace the “give to
get” concept and support things like more landscaping, sidewalks, etc. A majority of people seem
comfortable with 3 — 5 stories. Most people indicated a preference for low- to medium density.
Multiple people support the idea of creating a transit hub in the area

Multiple people support the inclusion of affordable housing in the area

Some people are concerned that new development would increase vehicle traffic

The following comments were posted on the vision board: 3, 2018

Guiding Principles Station

The following comments were posted on the guiding principles boards:

Generally support. Unclear what is intended by green parks
area. There is no park there today. Future? 1 multi-fami

One “vote” in support of the vision idirg Edina cér’%';‘;i’?,"”g';s thateppearto |
Zero "votes” di ing of the visi wel mods, Inchdng bicyole o o *4lty of |
ero "votes” disapproving of the vision to the Vilage Theopro g nt, Tis | L

92 effers ifs ro;
aces, skt

THEp0r e Ve 4
2 recoanrenduy Fﬂ;rmﬂt
Land sy o0y &A5).

Vibrant development
o Designate the original Calgary Lutheran Church a
historical landmark. Don't Eliminate it!
Connections to the Village
o Roundabout at Cahill and 70th
Housing
o No apartments! Too many in Edina (condo only)
I support affordable housing including apartments

140 mot ¥
Stafargq) a!:fm B Vigen

TNy
User {miyy drf‘;‘—l"m L]

o)

o Affordable housing apartments could be a fit here

o Tam in favor of affordable housing. Those who provide

services to Edina residents should live here to!

Transportation

o What is the plan for safe access to the trail at 70th and Cahill/Amundson?
Parking

o Yes, so what does this help us decide?
Pedestrian/Biking

o No comments posted
Green Space/Amenities/Urban Design
o No comments posted

General
o Cahill Village. Prefer Cahill Commons to be more inclusive, like a community.
o Most guiding principles could be more specific and directive. They are too plain and all

encompassing.
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70" and Cahill Small Area Plan — Community Meeting 3 Summary
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Building Form Station
The following comments were posted at the building
form station:

e No 10-story building — too many apartments
in Edina!

e No high density of medium density. 30 units
per acre only

e Love Amundson Avenue!

e Make it pretty, but no 10-story building
ever!!
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Edina Comprehensive Plan
70" and Cahill Small Area Plan — Community Meeting 3 Summary

o Traffic load on 70th to Hwy 100 (and) on Cahill to 494. Will it increase with planned westbound 494
entrance from E Bush Lake Road?

Love connection and park to the bike trail

10 stories too tall — I like two story dormer, no apartments

Yes, 3 stories no higher

3 story max, first choice/limited area for 5 stories in a special circumstance

Leave the same if between 10-story buildings or nothing

Don't rule out taller buildings if subject to design. Yes, me too.

3 — 5 story max — keep neighborhood feel (resident in neighborhood. Many residents feel strongly about
this).

Comment Forms
The following is a verbatim compilation of the feedback received through 24 written comment forms submitted at
the meeting.

Vision and Guiding Principles

Do the vision and guiding principles presented
at the meeting reflect your vision for the 70"
and Cahill area? Do you have any suggested
changes?

- Iam in communication with over 20 families
who are unable to make this meeting but
are very against buildings over 3 stories but
agree the current area looks dated and
“unkept.” New buildings and park-like feel
would be widely supported by the
neighborhood!!

- I think a good mixed-use area will only
enhance this area

- Transit hub needs to be strategically placed
so as to take advantage of all possible forms of transit—walk, bike, and potential passenger rail.

- No grocery stores or gas stations. You have a number in location—Jerry’s, Lunds and Byerlys, Whole
Foods. Gas station already by the way side. Look at 70" and France. Who would consider this as an
anchor location? Not enough space.

- Looks good

- Yes

- Yes and No. I would love better flow and visibility on Amundson Ave in front of Evolve Fitness. But no 10
story building ever! Leave as is.

- Yes. I feel that more public transportation is key to the success of the redevelopment. Also hope it will be
possible for those businesses who wish to remain to do so at an affordable price (e.g. Cahill Bistro)

- No new development—condos and apartments—would lead to too much traffic in area

- Agree with vision.

- Iliked the concepts I saw. Creating a safer biking and pedestrian experience is a plus.

- Good

- The vision is fine. _

- 1like the vision. Does it help bring clarity to what we would not do in this area? GP’s need to be a bit
sharper to help support design decisions. Of course, we want good parking—so what does that help us
decide?

-Page 4-
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Yes. When discussing “gathering spaces”- although its outside the zone, consider developing an area at
Lewis Park for people to gather. Picnic shelter? Coffee kiosk? Easy walk to Cahill Village. Or include these
in village somehow. By the trail?

I would rather leave the development as is then add a 10 story apartment! Low density. No apartments.
Too much transient children in the schools. Parents show up 1 day of school and add kids. Don't want to
build more schools for apartments.

Public Realm

How important are public realm improvements, such as wider sidewalks, decoralive pavement, street
trees and landscaping, public art, etc. What type of public improvements would you like to see in the
J0th and Cahill area?

This area is currently an eye sore. Trees, new buildings needed.

Access to trail from 70", City needs to do that now!

I think young and old are embracing retail below living

Small transit hub should have the ability to be strategically connected to the rail line if that ever becomes
of use for passenger rail

You do not need decorative pavement and public art

Sidewalks, lighting and landscaping are important. Function is more important than beauty (i.e.
decorative pavement). The village square is not needed due to many existing gathering spaces in Edina
and the existing parks within 1.5 miles.

Drinking fountain by trail head

Living within walking distance (opposite side of street) of the shops, crossing the street (Cahill Rd) is not
as safe and easy as it could be. For instance, in the designated crosswalk, the sidewalks on both sides
were plugged with snow. If one goes down to the 70" and Cahill stop sign, one encounters a stretch that
has no sidewalk.

I would love my area to have improvements and make a nice flow with traffic, so I'm better seen (Evolve
Fitness)! I'd also need to be able to have better signage. I need to be more visible to passerbys.

I am in favor of sidewalk, trees, landscaping and management of storm water runoff. Also favor more
bike paths.

Light rail station using the existing tracks. Bike shop on the nexus of the Edina bike trails. Food co-op,
possibly with the involvement of Linden Hills Co-op. Open up a path or space for access from 70" and
Cahill to parkland along Nine Mile Creek.

Would like improvements in landscaping, trees, decorative pavement

More green space, trees, planters, benches to make it attractive, accessible and functional. I would
recommend that the City of Edina moves as soon as possible to make public realm improvements to the
water catchmentarea that connects trail to 70" Street. I like the proposed plan is designed for it but
would like the City to move forward soon on updates there.

Some limited green space—liked the Woonerf concept

Widen streets for parking if garage space is not available for residents. Park, playground, open air public
spaces to congregate in community.

I believe the “public realm” is fine. Unless a high-density complex is built then changes would be needed.
Public realm improvements are essential to foster redevelopment. Safe, non-motorized system are
essential as are landscaping, green space and public art opportunities. Done right, public realm
improvements are themselves public art.

Selecting the right improvements here is critical to changing this area from “tired and old” to a village
perspective.

Very important. Also, ample attractive signage for businesses. I don’t see any mention of lighting.
Attractive and unobtrusive lighting and adequate crosswalk lighting is needed

General clean up. Public park on wetlands only.

Important. Provide safe access to Nine Mile Creek Trail from 70", The city has had years to solve this and
no action. Access from North or West of Cahill is not safe.
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Need to make sure bike/pedestrian paths are cleared in winter/spring and fall. This is particularly true for
any elements that go to the only high school in all of Edina. The bus stops have no place to stand when
there is a lot of snow.

Building Form

Based on the material presented, would you favor allowing additional building height and density along
Cahill, in exchange for developer funded public realm improvements (e.g., wider sidewalks, decorative
pavement, trees and landscaping, public art, etc.)?

Yes, but keep buildings under three stories. This is part of a neighborhood. Many residents—I am in
communication with over 20 households—feel very strongly about this. No 10 story high rises!! Character
is important.

While taller buildings look appropriate in the Southdale area, the Village feel visually works well here—3-4
stories. From a usage perspective people like this feel—it's more personal. Once a high rise is approved,
there’s no turning back

Building height and density should be encouraged but more landscaping, walking pavements and public
art should be the offset. Local restaurants should be encouraged to stay such as TJ’s Restaurant and the
Edina Superette are valuable resources for the community.

All the area needs is updating with trees and landscaping. No public art or sidewalks.

I am in favor of this especially if there is a master developer to create a consistent experience.

5 stories is high enough. Traffic concerns.

Really get tired of “public art.” The beauty of nature is my primary eye candy.

No absolutely not! That would block business and be an eye sore

I would favor allowing additional building height and density—prefer 5-story maximum and density that
matches available public transportation or manageable street traffic flow.

No development

No to ten story buildings and a very limited number of 5 story buildings perhaps one or two but no more.
These higher buildings should be designed so their fronts have plazas and green spaces (landscaping) in
the front.

Yes.

The higher the stories the more need to provide retail and public space for community members to live
comfortable. A park would be nice if there are 10/5 story buildings.

Yes! Make it attractive for the existing owners or developer to invest in the property.

Yes—that is an appropriate trade-off for this small area

Primary preference would be to focus on three story commercial/retail with residential. Allowance for 5
story in a limited area with special circumstances. I like the Cahill Draft SAP. Good starting point to
envision what different might look like!

Probably not. Not for apartments. More density requires more parking, more traffic control. Would
consider building height and density changes between Amundson and railroad.

3 story max-neighborhood has enough apartments. Condos only.

Yes. Don't rule out taller buildings, subject to positive design criteria.

The brand image of Cahill market is old and dated. Thus, anything there is seen as lower value and lower
attractiveness. If it's in Cahill, I probably don't want to go to that business.

If any developer provides safe, covered parking for bikes and pedestrians (especially if the City of Edina
or school board cooperate in this effort) young people are less likely to need cars to get around. School
buses are nice, but they can't always do the trick. Also, workers coming to the area may not need to buy
a car. When you think about parking, don't forget the parking of bicycles.

Building Form Continued
Based on the material presented, rank your preferred building heights in order of your preference (e.qg.,
1st preference, 2nd preference, etc.).
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Building Height Priority (number based on your preference)
1** Preference 2nd 3rd 4th 5th
2 Story Building 5 2 4 2
3 Story Building 6 7
5 Story Building 3 3 6
10 Story Building 3 2 9
Other (please - Preferred height depends on which parcel (i.e. 10 stories east/south of
describe) Amundson but 3 stories NW corner 70"/Cahill)
- 2-3 bedroom townhomes
- 1 like flexibility but prefer the ability to trade off contextual height and density
for public realm contributions by the developer
- Condos only
- 10 story is okay depending on design

Based on the material presented, rank your preferred building density in order of your preference (e.g.,
1st preference, 2nd preference, etc.).

Building Density Priority (number based on your preference)
1°" Preference 2nd 3rd 4th
Low Density 6 6 2
Medium Density 8 5
High Density 1 2 11
Other (please - I can see benefits of all three levels of density on a mixed basis
describe) - Depends on usage. I support affordable housing but not high density.
- Well planned medium to high density is okay and can add to the area
vibrancy
- Increase density only if it meets market demand

Additional Comments
Please provide any additional comments you wish to share in the space below.

RN

Keep neighborhood feel with character. This area is in dire need of improvement/update

Think people driving by saying “what a nice feel that area has, I'd like to: live there, shop there, explore
there.” Nobody feels that way about high rises except where the long view is key. Look at the Westin—
originally views were selling points, but now larger buildings block a lot of floors. I'm not sure if you can
have a say in the overall consistency of a village look, but the developer could do a lot toward enhancing
“the look.”

Design should allow for local restaurants and amenities to stay such as TJ's restaurant and Superette on
the ground level with density above. Small hub transit center should be strategically placed to use all
forms of transit—walk, bike, bus and potential passenger rail

Turn intersection into apartments and condo

No village square needed. Love the trail connection with parkway. Like the idea of adding a street on the
southside. Need to prioritize mixed use with housing to make this a sustainable development for the
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future and to generate traffic for businesses to succeed. Would prefer <$500k condos over luxury condos
or apartments.

- Consider asking the HOA boards of multi-family buildings for a copy of their reserve studies and their
rules regarding maintaining their buildings.

- I am on Amundson Ave at Evolve Fitness. We have worked very hard to build our business. We are
already tucked away and with a multistory building that would increase the hidden factor. I also want to
have my information available so that I am in the loop of all planning. I have been a tenant for 11 years I
think I deserve the right to be included!! Sherry Bartells, 612-251-8522

- I suggest more affordable housing for all age and income groups. Seniors moving to apartments, young
families starting out and service industry workers.

- Maintain current businesses and improve current area with landscaping

- I am concerned about increased traffic and congestion in the area that would result from increased
people living in the area. These traffic, congestion and noise concerns need to be considered in changing
zoning in the area. I do support redevelopment of the area to improve its functionality, beauty and
livability. Any development needs to include substantial green plants and landscaping.

- Realizing redevelopment means new construction. Please be mindful of economic impact on current
tenants.

- The topography of the area makes it a challenge to envision an attractive redevelopment. Could part of
the “public realm” be reducing the severity of the hill? I think it would enhance the “curb appeal” of any
redevelopment.

- We should expand the study to include the entire CI neighborhood from Hwy 100 to Cahill at 70" to
Edina Industrial Blvd

- Need and opportunity to do something special with transit opportunities other than just personal vehicle.
Bike connections are a must. How do we create a unique bus transit hub that would be the envy of the
metro area? Communication: the broader community is confused about how much authority the city has
to execute a SAP. Work should be done to clarify and educate.

- Please do not under-plan for parking-especially residential. Figure out how to encourage/add a more full-
service grocery. There are NO gas stations in Edina! Consider what would be helpful to schools/students
so nearby. A good “draw” to the area would do more for local business and livability than increasing
“density.”

- Too many apartments in the area and being added to Edina. This is a family community that is stable. Do
not turn it into Eden Prairie—school district down the drain.

- Think big. This can be a world-class development opportunity
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